[image: image1.png]FivemiletowW®





St Mary’s Primary School
70 Colebrooke Road,

Fivemiletown,

Co. Tyrone.

BT75 0SA

Phone:    028 895 21315
Fax:         028 895 21315
E-mail:    sgallagher125@c2kni.net

Monday:    School Closed – Staff Development
Tuesday:    P1-7 PE                 
Wednesday: 

Thursday:   P1-7 PE
Friday:       
Primary 1
All of the children have settled back to school and have adjusted very well to our ‘new normal school day.’ A special mention must be given to our brilliant children from Primary 1 who are now staying until 2.00pm and have settled so well that you’d almost think they’ve been here for years!
We are delighted to welcome an additional new Primary 1 pupil Arnas Kilcauskis. Arnas joined us in early September and we are pleased to announce that we now have 34 pupils. This is an increase of 7 pupils from last year and reflects how we as a school community are growing year on year.
Month of the Rosary

October is the month of the Rosary. We will be learning about Mary and will pray the Hail Mary each day in school. Please talk to your child about the Rosary and we encourage families to pray even a decade of the Rosary together.
Mathletics

P2-7 children all have their Mathletics log in details from last year and can log in to it both in school and at home. We ask that you make an opportunity for them to use this at home nightly. It is an excellent way for them to practice their Math’s skills in a fun way. Our subscription runs out in December and when it does we will be able to renew it and purchase additional licences for our Primary 1 children.
Studyladder
All children have received their log in details for Studyladder. This is an excellent digital resource which offers both Numeracy and Literacy online activities. Children have unlimited access to activities during the school day up until 3.00pm. P1 and 2 can avail of unlimited tasks between 2 and 3.00pm at home. Studyladder is particularly useful if your child is off school for any particular reason. As well as this, children are able to access 3 additional activities for homework after 3.00pm.
Reading Eggs
All children are currently doing daily reading in the classroom using reading books and this will continue. We have purchased Reading Eggs subcriptions for all children P1 – 7 and details of these will be issued next week as we don’t want to overload or confuse either you, or the children but instead we prefer to introduce and fully embed new methods of teaching and learning before moving on to another.

Teams
We have moved to using Teams as a means of digitally communicating with you and the children with regards homework and reminders. All of you and the children have been given details of how to access Teams and we for see this as being an invaluable communication tool during these strange times.
Board of Governors

We will be having a virtual Board of Governors meeting on Wednesday 7th October using Teams. All governors have been notified.

Flu Vaccine

The school nurse will visit on Wednesday 14th October. Please ensure if you have returned all signed documentation for the nurse.

Inhalers
If you have indicated on the data capture form that your child has asthma, could you please contact the school about the use of inhalers.

Photographer 
Tempest photography are visiting the school on Tuesday 13th October to take individual photographs of Primary 1 pupils and family photos. However due to Covid-19 the photographer will only be taking family photographs of siblings who are currently at St. Mary’s P.S. If your child isn’t in P1 but you still want a photo taken of your child please let us know. A P1 and P7 group photograph will also be taken. Please remember you are under no obligation to purchase a photograph. 

School Half Zips

Last year the staff designed and purchased St. Mary’s half zips from ‘Stamina’ Clogher. A number of children also purchased these and a few parents have enquired about the possibility of buying a half zip for their child this year. The half zips are £25 but please remember you are under no obligation to purchase one. If you would like to buy one the staff will measure your child and allow him/her to try on a variety of sizes to get the best fit. The half zips are great quality and have washed well all year without losing colour or shape - they are also warm.
School Closure

Just to remind parents that the school will be closed for children on Monday 5th October to facilitate a staff development day.
Work to School

A huge thank you to Maggie’s husband Davey who generously gave up his time to erect additional whiteboards, door hooks and wall sanitisers. Help like this is invaluable in a small school and we are always indebted to those who offer help in any way.

A huge thank you also to Miss Mc Rory’s dad, Arthur, for taking away and sanding and painting the large cog wheels so we can reuse them as picnic tables for the children.

We hope to paint the gates leading into the boiler house over the coming weeks and also do ‘a big clean up’ around the school. I will be looking for more volunteers for this and will keep you posted with details. If you think you could help in any way could you please let me know. 
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OUR success is doing OUR best!

