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        St Mary’s Primary School

70 Colebrooke Road,

Fivemiletown,

Co. Tyrone.

BT75 0SA

Phone:    028 895 21315
Fax:         028 895 21315
E-mail:    sgallagher125@c2kni.net

Monday: Roald Dahl Day
Tuesday: PE                 
Wednesday: 

Thursday: PE
Friday:   
Return to School 

We have to congratulate all of the boys and girls on how well they have settled back to school and how they’ve adapted to the ‘new normal’ in St. Mary’s. We are all so impressed at how quickly Primary 1 have settled into school life and how brave they have been leaving their parents at the school gate each morning – well done boys and girls. Next week is a big week for them as they will stay until 1.00pm and will take either school dinner or lunch. School meals cost £2.60 and we ask that the correct dinner money is sent to school each Monday morning with the child’s name and the appropriate days clearly marked on the envelope. Dinner money envelopes are available to buy from the school - £2.50 for 50 envelopes.

Conjestion at the School Gate  
Thank you for your co-operation with dropping off and parking in the morning time. To ensure the safety of the children we ask that each morning when they are dropped off they will make their way inside the school gate where they will line up in their respective bubble. We have placed rubber spots at a safe distance apart either side of the driveway – Miss Mc Rory’s bubble will line up at the spots on the right hand side of the gate facing towards the school and Mrs Gallagher/Mrs Boyd’s class on the left hand side.  

Homework
In order to minimise the risk of transmitting coronavirus, homework will be moving mostly to an online format. For this purpose, we have registered all children with Studyladder which is a web based educational program designed by teachers. This program is curriculum based and covers Mathematics, Literacy as well as other subjects and the teacher well set particular tasks for homework. Next week your child will receive a username and password and you will receive more information on how to access Studyladder and how to help your child use this program from home.
We also intend using Microsoft Teams as a means of remotely communicating and collaborating with children and parents. Initially Teams will be used to communicate homework, like a homework diary, and then we intend to develop its use to upload particular homework activities, videos, worksheets etc. Some of you may already be familiar with Teams but we realise that it is new to most of you and the children, and so for this reason we will be issuing a simple ‘step by step’ guide on what Teams is and how to use it. This is the start of a new journey for most of us so we will begin the journey with baby steps to ensure we’re all walking the journey together.
Studyladder and Microsoft Teams can be downloaded onto a laptop, PC, iPad or smartphone. If your child does not have access to any of these could you please contact the school.

Roald Dahl Day

We will celebrate Roald Dahl day on Monday 14th September. Unlike other years the children will not be dressing up and there will be no walk to the library. Instead we will be doing some literacy activities based upon Roald Dahl books.  
Curriculum Night
Unfortunately, we will not be able to host a Curriculum Night this year so instead we will be emailing you a ‘Curriculum Night Powerpoint’ This will explain what your child will be taught this year and provide you with useful tips and ideas on how best to support your child in their learning. 
Parent Information on Corona Virus
Thankfully we are a small bubble in St. Mary’s and we are all working extremely hard to ensure the health and safety of all our children and staff. However, we do realise that no one or nowhere is immune to this virus and so we cannot afford to become complacent and we are all in this together. It can be difficult to know what to do if your child or a family member has symptoms of corona virus or has been in contact with someone who has tested positive so I hope the attached guidance will provide some clarity. Could you and your child please sign and return the attached COVID-19 Home School Agreement.
Data Capture and Photograph Permission Forms
Thank you to all who have sent in Data Capture and permission forms. There are still a number of outstanding forms so I ask that you send in these as soon as possible as it very important that we have up to date contact details.
Coats and Wellies
Just a reminder that P1,2 & 3 children need to leave a pair of wellies, rain jacket and change of clothes in school.
Communion and Confirmation
We want to take this opportunity to congratulate Sean Stewart who made his Holy Communion on Saturday in St. Mary’s Chapel Brookeborough. Sean looked very smart in his new suit and we were all so proud of how well he performed during the service.

We look forward to joining Sean’s brother Dara and Aisling Murray at their Confirmation on Saturday morning in St. Mary’s Chapel. 
Flu Vaccine

The school nurse has been in contact and it is planned that all children will receive their flu vaccine on October 14th.
Holidays
Please find attached holiday list for the school year. Please note that there are coloured days with codes on the calendar. These days mean that the school is closed for children.
Upcoming Events
Roald Dahl Day – Monday 14th September
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OUR success is doing OUR best!

