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Introduction
This policy represents the agreed principles for the provision of homework within St. Mary’s Primary School. This policy has been agreed by governors and teaching staff after consultation with parents and pupils.

Rationale for homework
Homework is a very important part of a child's education. It is the policy of St. Mary’s Primary School that all pupils should receive homework because:

1. It is useful in consolidating and extending the work done in the classroom.

2. It strengthens the educational partnership between parents and teachers.

3. It provides parents with an opportunity to share and support their child’s learning.

4. It provides a means by which parents can monitor their child’s progress.

5. It encourages self-discipline and independent study skills.

Aims and objectives
The aims and objectives of homework are:

a. To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development;

b. To help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;

c. To promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's learning;

d. To consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and to allow children to practice skills taught in lessons;

e. To help children develop good work habits for the future.

Over the years we have consistently found that our most successful pupils are those who have attended to their ‘learning’ homework (spellings, tables, number facts), have been supported at home with their reading and have had supervision during written homework assignments.
Homework tasks
Homework, generally, will be set each day from Monday to Thursday. The nature and amount of work to be completed at home will depend on the age and ability of the child. All homework tasks and activities will have a clear purpose and assist pupils in the progress of their academic development. Written homework tasks will be based on either numeracy or literacy or another are of the curriculum. 

Written activities should take no longer than;

· Primary 1 & 2 – 10/15 minutes.

· Primary 3 & 4 – 15/20 minutes

· Primary 5 – 30 minutes

· Primary 6/7 – 40 minutes.

If the written task is taking an unreasonable amount of time, please ask your child to stop the task and put a note on the child’s book. Other homework such as reading, tables or spellings are additional to the times above.

Pupils who are absent

If a child is absent due to illness it is the policy of the school not to send homework home. The assumption would be that the child was too ill to work. If a child is absent for a length of time e.g. with a broken leg, the teacher and the parent will agree what homework should be completed, how it should be marked and what sort of support is required to help the pupil. This will be done in consultation with the principal. Teachers will not prepare class work/ homework for a child who is being withdrawn from school for a family holiday.

Role of the class teacher
· To set up regular homework in an easily followed routine.
· To ensure that homework is set consistently across classes.
· To ensure any homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught.
· To reward and praise children who complete homework tasks to the best of their ability.
· To mark homework when necessary and give feedback to pupils.
Role of the principal and governors
· To check compliance of the policy.
· To meet and talk with parents when appropriate.

· To discuss with staff how far the policy is being successfully implemented.

· To inform new parents to the school so that they are aware of the policy and what it entails.
Role of the parents/ carers
· To make it clear that they value homework and they support the school by explaining how it can help learning.

· To support the school by ensuring that his/her child attempts the homework

· To provide a suitable place for their child to carry out their homework i.e. at a table in a quiet space.

· To become actively involved and support their child with homework activities i.e. listening to reading and asking questions about the reading, checking that spellings and mental maths facts have been learned and checking written homework to ensure neatness and completion.

· To encourage and praise their child when they have completed their homework.

· To sign the written homework when it is completed. This does not mean that the teacher expects the work to be corrected. Signing is seen as an indication that the parent is happy with their child’s effort.

· To provide a written explanation to the class teacher if, for any reason, your child is unable to complete a homework. Please note that non-completion of homework without a written explanation is not acceptable.

· At St. Mary’s Primary School we expect parents to support and help their children with homework. Parents are requested to inform the teacher of any difficulties which the child may experience in completing the homework.
Role of the child
· To ensure they have everything they need to complete homework each week
· To make sure they understand the tasks that have been set.
· To complete homework with the same level of effort as would be expected in class.
· To hand the homework in on time.
· To take on board any feedback about homework.
Advice for Parents – Learning at Home

L.I.G.H.T. – Learning is Good at Home Together –

Dos and Don’ts to make L.I.G.H.T. work

Do – give lots of encouragement, praise and ensure your child gives of their best.

Do – show interest and talk with your child about their learning

Do – share stories, poems and books together

Do – jointly decide where and when homework should be done

Do – relax and enjoy this quality time of sharing the learning

Don’t – show anxiety or impatience

Don’t – do the work yourself. Leave ownership with your child

Don’t – hesitate to ask teacher for help

Don’t – pressurise your child or overdo the session
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OUR success is doing OUR best!


