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        St Mary’s Primary School

70 Colebrooke Road,

Fivemiletown,

Co. Tyrone.

BT75 0SA

Phone:    028 895 21315
Fax:         028 895 21315
E-mail:    sgallagher125@c2kni.net

Monday:    P6&7 Central Library
Tuesday:    P1-4 PE

                 Trip to FMT Library
Wednesday: P4-7 Swimming 
                  Afterschool Transfer Club

Thursday:  Curriculum Night for all parents

Foundation & KS1 7.00pm and KS2 7.30pm

                P1-4 PE
Friday:     Roald Dahl Day

               P5-7 PE
We are delighted to have welcomed so many new Primary 1 pupils:- Orla Stewart, Ashleen Tierney, Tomas Zizonis, Aoibhinn Mc Farland, Jensen Mc Farland, Caoimhe Reilly, Kyan Murphy Stewart, Eimear Cullinan, Broegan Mulligan and Thomas Elliot.  All of the children have settled very quickly into the new school year and the transition for our new Primary 1 pupils was so smooth- it’s as if they have always been part of St. Mary’s school community! A big thank you to our Guardian Angels who have helped our new P.1 pupils during morning breaks. 

I myself am delighted to have been given the chance to return to your wonderful school and I look forward to working with the children, staff and parents in the year ahead. 
I would like to take this opportunity on your behalf to congratulate Mrs Keown on the birth of her beautiful daughter Tess during the summer. We were delighted to have welcomed Mrs Keown and Tess to school yesterday for a surprise visit. The children were so excited to see Tess who slept peacefully during her visit!

Thank you for your prompt return of forms. This allows us to get organised with up-to-date information. Can those who have not returned these yet please ensure that they are returned to school by Monday 9th September?
It is vital that we have up to date information on our children and we ask that you inform the school immediately if you have a change of address or mobile number during the year.

We ask that if possible, you download What’s App on your mobile phone as this will allow us to send out information quickly & easily to all. 
Our school Facebook page is not up & running at the moment as we are experiencing some problems with the internet. We are hoping that this is resolved on Monday 9th September. We ask that you like and share it but we do ask that you refrain from commenting on posts as this has proved problematic for some schools & we want to avoid this.
Anyone who still needs to label clothes or send in a water bottle is asked to do so as soon as possible.
School is open each morning at 9.00am with class beginning at 9.15am. To ensure the health and safety of all our children Mrs Edel Pearson our lollipop lady meets the children at the school gate and walks them into school at 9.00am. There is no one available to supervise children before this time. Thank you for your cooperation with this matter.
We are starting back with PE this week, with our P1-4 on Tuesday & Thursday mornings. P1-4 should wear their PE gear to school on both days for the first month (send uniform in a bag to change back into). 
P4-7 begin swimming lessons on Wednesday and they also have PE on Friday. Our GAA coach Fergal Mc Cann has not confirmed his timetable yet so this day may change over the coming weeks. P5-7 should bring PE gear to school on a Friday.

Play based learning is a vital part of the Foundation and Key Stage 1 curriculum. We are busy digging, weeding and harvesting so it is important that P1-4 children have wellies or old shoes for their outdoor play.
We are continuing to provide break snacks for our pupils. If you would like to avail of this can you please send in £7 by Friday 13th September – this will cover the cost of snack up to Halloween. If you do not wish your child to avail of this snack please send a healthy snack (fruit, veg or bread/crackers) with them daily.
The price of school dinner is £2.60 and dinner money should be put in an envelope with child’s name written clearly.

Milk money for Term 1 is £13.44 per child. If your child would like to take milk please send in money and reply slip by Wednesday 11th September.
We will be hosting a Curriculum Night for parents on Thursday 12th September. This will give you an insight into what your children will be covering this year in class. You will also be given ideas on how best to support your child with their homework. It is important that a member of each family attends if possible.
Homework will not commence properly until after the Curriculum Night on Thursday so that parents know exactly what is expected of the children. 
Reading assessments are being carried out this week so as to match the children with a suitably challenging level of reading book. Reading books & groups will be finalised after these.

Roald Dahl Day is on Friday 13th September. This year, we are visiting Fivemiletown Library on Tuesday10th (as the library is closed on Friday) to participate in Roald Dahl activities. Children will walk to & from the library so should bring coats. Roald Dahl’s favourite colour was yellow so we are having a non-uniform day on Friday 13th and we ask that the children wear something yellow on that day eg. their school polo tee shirt and jeans or yellow top/jersey and tracksuit bottoms etc. 
Please sign and return the attached permission slip.

We are thinking of offering an Afterschool Club from 2.00pm – 3.15pm for P1&2 pupils if there is enough interest from parents (we need a minimum of 5 children to make it viable and you would have to commit to sending your child daily to this club). Cost of this club would be £3.00 per day and it will be facilitated by Mrs Mc Grenaghan. If you think you would be interested in availing of this service contact the school.

We have kept the best news to the last - we are delighted to announce that Dara Stewart has won 3rd prize in the Farm safety calendar competition. Dara will receive a £20 gift card and his poster will be the November entry in the calendar which is distributed to over 40,000 homes throughout Northern Ireland. We are all so proud of Dara’s achievement – well done Dara!
	PUPIL OF THE WEEK:
Miss Mc Rory: Jensen Mc Farland
Mrs Gallagher/ Mrs Boyd: Megan Mc Aleavy


Newsletter- 6th September 2019








OUR success is doing OUR best!

